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APOLOGETICS: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INSTITUTE WEEK   By Kathie Howard  

  ...And the Two Shall Become One: Lisa & Jake  

Members took time to ñFeast on the Wordò by attending the Christian Education Institute Week 
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The Rapture, The Tribulation, The 
Millennium, Armageddon, The 
Judgment Seat of Christ, The  
New Heaven and The New Earth 
What did Jesus mean when He 
said, ñWatchò and ñBe Readyò?  

THURSDAY: SHOULD WE EX-
PECT BLESSINGS FROM GOD?  
Opening Question: What are 
blessings? 
Are we entitled to blessings as 
believers? Are there ñrulesò to 
receiving blessings from God? 

On Friday, the Christian Education 
Ministry conducted a wrap up; 
summarizing most of the topics that 
were discussed.  Members were 
asked what was learned and what 
they would do differently. 
 
We serve a mighty God!  It is so 
great to be a part of a bible teach-
ing church that brings forth topics 
as these to help members grow 
spiritually and share the word with 
others.  ñStudy to show thyself 
approvedéé.therefore rightly 
dividing the word of truthò. 

 WELCOME FAMILY AND FRIENDS ñThe Influence of Friendshipò   by Kathie Howard  

FBCC Capital Improvement 

Campaign  

 

 

 

 

Funds  collected to date have 

been used for:  

¶ Tuck pointing  

¶ Reserve Bank  

¶ Maintenance     

CIC is  an ongoing campaign to     

build our financial resources for 

maintaining our historic edifice, and 

increase our cash reserve funds.  

Make your contribution Today!!  

The bride stated ñI was a ball of nerves on 

my wedding day. Even though I had known 

him most of my life, I couldnôt believe this 

day had arrived where I would marry my 

friendò. The wedding was officiated by  

Pastor George W. Daniels.   

The lovely  couple honeymooned on a 

cruise to Key West, Fla. and Cozumel, 

Mexico.  

Congratulations! Mr. & Mrs. Jake Hooper III 

Weddings bells chimed symbolizing the start of 

the ceremony uniting Ms. Lisa Profit and Mr. 

Jake Hooper III.  On a beautiful Saturday after-

noon, June 12, 2010, the two became one.  

Neither of them knew when they met as kids 

back in 1982 and developed a friendship that 

blossomed over the years that it would lead to 

this day.  

They began dating in 2003 and five years later 

on Christmas Day, 2008, Jake proposed mar-

riage and Lisa  accepted and looked forward to 

marrying her best friend. 

A host of friends and family members shared in 

the annual ñFamily & Friends Dayò on Sunday, 

June 27, 2010 during the11:00am hour at First 

Baptist Congregational Church.   

The sanctuary was filled, Spirit High, Praise danc-

ers praised and God was truly glorified. The 

Praise Team rendered the devotion and the First 

United Choirs rendered song selections.   

Our own, Kamaran Madison rendered a beautiful 

solo, ñGreat is thy Faithfulnessò and our Worship 

and Arts ministry literally brought parishioners to 

their feet as they performed.  

The guest for this special day was Rev. Mitchell 

E. Jones, Pastor of the Annex Cathedral, Nassau, 

Bahamas and the cousin of Sis. Maxine Starr. 

Another special highlight of the program   in-
cluded a prize to the member who invited the 
most guest. The prize was a dinner with Pastor 
and Sis. George Daniels.   

Four families were the winners of the dinner, 
they were: 

Pauline Buckley (13 guests) 

Tracy Cloquitt     (6 guests) 

Courtney Hides  (6 guests) 

Angela & Wesley Morrison  (6 guests) 

Rev. Daniels received a recognition award for 
his support of ñFamily and Friends Dayò and his 
example of  a ñfriendò.  

After the program, our guest and members had 
the opportunity to fellowship in Allen Hall where 
refreshments were provided.  It was a wonder-
ful day of friendship and  fellowship. 

Annex Cathedral was the previous home 
church of Sis. Maxine Starr before moving to 
the states . 

Rev. Jones had several guests from Annex 

Cathedral. Guest were Minister Cunningham 

and the First Lady, Sis. Jones, their daughter 

and granddaughter. We were favored with a 

selection, ñHis Eye is on the Sparrowò by Rev. 

Jonesô granddaughter. Rev. Jonesô message 

was ñThe Influence of Friendship". 

Rev. Jones talked about the bad influence that 

some personal friends could have on your life 

and he supported the message by emphasizing 

what a good friend we have in Jesus. We know 

we can always depend on the love and true 

friendship in Jesus.  Yes we can! His message 

was well received.   

The week of June 21st  to 25th, mem-
bers and friends attended a workshop of 
learning bible scriptures and lectures on 
the topic ñApologetics:  What We Be-
lieveò. The workshop was organized by 
the Christian Education Ministry of 
FBCC.  It was a vision that Minister 
Chris Griffin had for the members of our 
church.  

Apologeticsò had been a topic of discus-
sion earlier, and recently, the Christian 
Education Ministry along with Rev. Grif-
fin thought it would be a great idea to 
have the workshop again.  A different 
topic was discussed each night.   

Sis. Clara Griffin served as the Modera-
tor. Ministers, teachers of the Christian 
Education Ministry served as panelist.  

Panelists included Rev. Chris Griffin, 
Kandyse McCoy-Cunningham,         
Bro. William Tate, Sis. Joyce Tate, Rev. 
Denise R Williams, Pastor George 
Daniels, Rev. Donald Smith, Sis. Olivia 
Shannon, Rev. Gail Rice; Rev. Wesley    

Cobb and Rev. Cliff Williams.     

Questions were directed by the Mod-

erator.  While the panelists re-

sponded with scripture support of 

their answers.  

Highlights of the topics and questions 

discussed on each night included: 

MONDAY: FAITH  
Opening Question: What is Faith? 
What are some misconceptions 
about faith? What do the following 
statements mean? a. ñWe walk by 
faith and not by sight?  b. ñSpeaking 
those things as though they were?ò 
How does Faith and Obedience 
relate to each other? 

TUESDAY: PROSPERITY  
Opening Question: What is Prosper-
ity? 
How has prosperity been taken to 
the extreme. How does prosperity 
relate to ministry?  

WEDNESDAY: THE END TIMES  
Opening Question: What are the 
End Times? 

Mr. and Mrs. Jake  Hooper III are all smiles on their wedding day  



 

2010: A History Making Double Celebration: Menôs Weekend and Fatherôs Day Combined for the First Time   By Nathaniel Rodgers  

Deacon Eric Powellôs view of this years celebration of ñMenôs 
Weekendò was simply stated in saying ñthe spirit was incredible on 
both days. Every man was excited to be there.ò  
 

For the first time in our church history, Menôs Day and Fatherôs Day 
were celebrated during the same weekend. Organizers believed it 
allowed an opportunity to focus solely on men, each walking into 
their calling as better brothers and fathers. Saturday kicked off with 
a barbeque in Union Park led by Eli Triplett and the meditation by 
Rev. Parker Turner. Food and fellowship was the agenda and the 
participants werenôt just FBCC members. Other men from the com-
munity came out to share in the festivities. 

  

With the Holy Ghost in charge, the men led service all day Sunday. 
Rev. Danny Jones preached on manhood for the 8am service and 
Pastor Daniels taught on fatherhood at 11am. The Male Chorus 
provided all the music for the celebration and Phi Beta Chi minis-
tered through mime in a song titled ñFight Onò. This is also the time 
of year that we also present the ñFather of the year Awardò. This 
years recipient is Rev. Christopher Griffin.  

                                                                                                     
Deacon Norm Willis, Chairman of the Deacons Ministry said ñwe 
decided to choose Rev. Chris Griffin because of his close involve-
ment with his children. Heôs loyal and gets along with everyone and 
goes out of his way all the timeò. 

Friends & family had these words to share about Rev. Chris;  

Angel Griffin,  

ñMy sister and I know our father does a lot for the church and commu-
nity so we felt he was the ideal candidate and thatôs why we submitted 
his name. He always puts others first. At home, when heôs not working 
on things for the church or his job, he plays video games and gets really 
excited to a point of yelling while playing them. His favorites are 
óBattlefieldô, óCall of Dutyô and óResident Evil 5ô all on Play Station 3. 
Plus he cooks really good tilapia and pastaò.              

Quick facts on Rev. Chris:  
 

Age:   46 

Middle name:   Leslie 
 

Church:  Born and raised at Old Mozart, now FBCC 
 

Family:    Married to Angela Griffin for 21 years.          

  2 daughters; Ashley (14), Angel (15)  
 

Resides:   West Side of Chicago 
Occupation:  IL Dept. of Aviation at OôHare Airport,  
                 a Supervisor in airport operations 
    Employed there for nearly 25 years          

Church roles:   Minister, Menôs Ministry & Community 
   Organization Representative for Chicago 
   Area Council Boy Scouts of America.                                                       

Purpose:    To educate and prepare Godôs people  
    for service. He says his greatest joy is  
    knowing that people are coming into an 
    understanding of who God is and that  
    theyôre applying the Word to their daily 
   struggles.                                                                
Hobbies:   photography, film making, video games, 
   web & computer design                                                               
Pet Peeves:      People that misinterpret the Word, bad  
   preaching and bad teaching                                                    
Favorite food:    Pizza from Home Run Inn                    
Favorite pastime:  Jazz music                                     
Other interesting fact:        Nephew of our late Pastor                      
   Emeritus, Dr. Arthur D. Griffin  

 Rev. Gail Rice,  

ñChris is my friend. Weôve been friends forever. I respect 
him. He has a gentle spirit filled with compassion. God 
has graced him to teach the Word in a way that people 
can grasp it. Thatôs important because we need to know 
how to live out the Word of God. He makes the bible crys-
tal clear for allò. 

 Angela Griffin,  

ñAt times, itôs hard sharing Chris with all of his responsibili-
ties but I knew that going in. Thankfully he works hard at 
planning time for family night at least once a week. Heôs 
very committed to our girls. His focus right now is to en-
sure that they are ready for the real world.  For him, they 
must have everything they need and know how to main-
tain if mom and dad arenôt around. As a result, he makes 
sure their chores are done and that they each cook one day a 
week and although very playful, heôs not their friend, heôs their 
father. That level of respect is very important to maintainò. 
 

Deacon Eric Powell,  

ñOh my, Rev. Chris is a great man of God! Heôs so fo-
cused on what weôre individually called to do. Heôs humble 
and really pushes for the inner circle. He eliminates titles. 
Everyone is a brother. I love that man so much.ò 
 

Pastor George Daniels,  

He spends precious time with his kids and admonishes 
them accordingly. Plus, Rev. Chris makes a significant 
contribution to ministry. He wasnôt chosen as Father of the 
Year because of his name but because of his dedication 
to his family and ministryò. Rev. Chris says so much more 
is ahead for the Menôs Ministry at First Baptist. He says the 
current focus is personal growth and community outreach. To 

that end, each man was assessed $25 for the weekend. 
The proceeds will sponsor a FBCC youth to participate in 
the next outreach mission (i.e Haiti, South Africa). 

Menôs Day and Fathers Day were combined celebrations this Year. The weekend began with a Fellowship Cook Out.  On Sunday, Our Men were in charge of Morning Worship Service and  Rev. Christopher Griffin was honored as ñFather of the Yearò 


